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		[bookmark: A87A40D3A6D25788]Now is the time to join ICON

	We are delighted that ICON is gaining some momentum after the launch in November and that the membership is growing. It appears that now is a great time to have launched this new initiative which brings sport and businesses together across Derbyshire.
The funds raised through ICON are being used to support our most talented young sports performers in Derbyshire. Earlier this week we selected over 150 talented athletes for 2011, who will each receive a bursary in the New Year. The majority of these athletes, from more than 30 different sports, are already competing at international level and include many national, European and world champions.
We still have much to do to achieve our vision of Derbyshire being recognised as one of the most active and successful sporting counties in England. We think that creating better links between business and sport is a key development for 2011. So if you haven’t yet joined ICON, we hope that you will consider the benefits and take the next step, become a member and in so doing create a real link between your business and sport in Derbyshire.
ICON member benefits include:
1. Involvement in PR around the talented athletes in your area 
1. An invitation to attend a minimum of three ICON events each year and business to business network events 
1. A monthly ICON enews bulletin with news about athlete successes and the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
1. Regular information about corporate team events and participation opportunities 
1. Access to information around the promotion of active workplaces 
1. Website recognition as a member of ICON and a membership certificate 
To become an ICON member or to discuss this further, please contact derbyshiresport@derbyshire.gov.uk or call 01773 748907. You can also find more information at www.derbyshiresport.co.uk/icon






  

	 
	
		[bookmark: 16A4C136D60DE5A0]Derbyshire athletes continuing to gain international recognition

	Congratulations to Derby tennis player Christopher Simpson, who has won a four-year scholarship at America’s Louisiana State University.
Christopher (pictured) will receive top level coaching, further education to a degree level, food, housing and full medical cover as part of the scholarship. In return he will represent the university for four years and will not earn any prize money in a professional capacity.
Christopher was among the 110 Derbyshire athletes who received a bursary from the Derbyshire Talented Athlete Fund this year, and he has been supported by the scheme for two years.
Through ICON we hope that this work to support local sporting stars – many of whom are aiming to compete at the Olympic or Paralympic Games in 2012 or 2016, or the Winter Games in 2014 – will continue and grow.
A number of other athletes supported by the Derbyshire Talented Athlete Fund have also achieved notable success in recent weeks, including:
1. 14-year-old Belper gymnast Greg Townley, who won gold for Great Britain at the World Age Group Tumbling Championships in the 13/14 year old boys’ category. 
1. 18-year-old swimmer Christopher Steeples, from Church Broughton, who has received his first call up for the Senior Great British Team. Christopher has been selected for the Great Britain Vs Germany Duel in the pool in Germany on February 5 and 6, 2011. 
1. 17-year-old Chesterfield table tennis player Liam Pitchford, who has been shortlisted for the BBC Young Sports Personality of the Year award. Liam, who won two medals at the Commonwealth Games in Delhi, is one of ten contenders on the national shortlist. The winner will be announced during the BBC Sports Personality of the Year awards on December 19. 
1. Table tennis players Sean Cullen and Daniel Lowe, both 17, who won the Junior Boys Doubles Final at the Cadet and Junior National Championships. Daniel also won the Junior Mixed Doubles Finals with his partner Martha Travis. 
1. Karate competitors Emily Walter, (13) and Jade Hopkinson (12) from Chesterfield won a gold and a silver medal each at the World Championships in Italy. At the same event, 21-year-old  Natalie Sharp won a silver medal. 
1. 21-year-old Taekwon-Do competitor Kimberley Bradshaw, from Alfreton, who won silver for sparring and bronze for patterns at the Imperial British Championships. 
1. 11-year-old freestyle kickboxer Jack Griffiths, from Bolsover, who won both the U12 and U16 events at The Kings Battleground martial arts event in Nottingham. 
1. 15-year-old squash player Ashley Davies, from Chesterfield, who took third place at the Dunlop Belgian Junior Open in Brussels in the U17 age group. 






  

	 
	
		[bookmark: 222DF4CC94708BC5]Derbyshire businesses show their support for ICON

	A number of key Derbyshire businesses and organisations are already showing their support for ICON, including Rolls-Royce, Derby County Football Club, the University of Derby,  Derbyshire County Cricket Club, Derbyshire County Council, Derby City Council, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce, Derbyshire Economic Partnership and Marketing Derby.
Cooper Parry, Geldards, Derby College, the Derby Telegraph, Origination and Vidistorm are also ICON members, as are Amber Valley Borough Council, Bolsover District Council, Chesterfield Borough Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council, Erewash Borough Council, High Peak Borough Council, North East Derbyshire District Council and South Derbyshire District Council.
A number of other businesses have also expressed an interest in joining ICON, and we hope to bring you more news on this in January.






  

	 
	
		[bookmark: 2241A9C36D6CDAF3]Work underway to attract visiting Olympic teams to Derbyshire

	Work is currently underway to attract visiting Olympic teams to train in Derbyshire in the run up to the 2012 Olympics.
Three venues in Derbyshire are among those that were named by the London Organising Committee as suitable training venues for teams, and it is hoped the county may prove to be attractive to teams from all over the world when they decide where to base themselves or to send individual athletes to prepare and acclimatise for London 2012.
Derbyshire County Cricket Club is a potential base for an archery team, Repton School is a possible training venue for archery, badminton, fencing, hockey and table tennis, and Mount St Mary’s College could potentially host archery or athletics teams.
Before being selected, each of the venues were assessed against strict technical criteria such as the ability to offer high quality sports training facilities, experience of hosting elite teams, comfortable but affordable accommodation, the ability to offer appropriate catering, good transport links, access to a good hospital, and good sports science facilities.
A Pre Games Training Camp Brochure for Derbyshire has now been printed, which includes details about each of the three venues, and some of the many attractions that Derbyshire has to offer.
There are around 600 facilities across the UK which were named as potentially suitable training venues for teams, including 29 in the East Midlands.
The Derbyshire Pre Games Training Camp Brochure can be downloaded at www.derbyshiresport.co.uk/london2012






  

	 
	
		[bookmark: 936627272360C7A4]Businesses invited to sign up for UK Corporate Games 2011

	Businesses are being invited to sign up for the UK Corporate Games 2011.
The four-day multisports festival will be staged at Loughborough University in July 2011, and is expected to attract thousands of competitors representing hundreds of organisations from the Midlands, throughout the UK and Europe.
During the event competitions will be held in 22 sports, including badminton, basketball, golf and netball, with teams made up of employees, clients, family and friends of all ages and abilities.
When not competing, athletes will also be able to enjoy the Great Games Party, a night which will follow a Grand Parade of Athletes around the University Campus.
The event will aim to build team spirit, enhance health and fitness, and create enthusiasm and togetherness at every level. Read more





  




	 

		Focus on... University of Derby

		The University of Derby is one of a number of Derbyshire organisations and businesses giving its backing to ICON.
The University of Derby has two campuses, in Derby and Buxton, and offers a huge range of undergraduate, postgraduate and professional courses.
Its business to business operating division, University of Derby Corporate, also works with businesses and employers to offer a number of services including the accreditation of in-company training, conferencing and event management.
The University is also serious abut sport, and has its own sports brand, Team Derby, which is the focal point for the development and delivery of sport at Derby, providing students, staff, and members of the public with sport and fitness opportunities.
In addition to staff and students, more and more community clubs are making use of the University’s wide range of sporting facilities, which include a 3G Synthetic Rubber Crumb Pitch suitable for hockey, football, and American football. It is continuing to develop its facilities, with a new fitness suite at Kedleston Road due to open in 2011 and a refurbished Harpur Hill Sports Hall.
The University also supports talent development, offering sport science support to Derby Athletics Network and the Derventio eXcel swim squad, and running its own Team Derby Fund, which provides financial support to students competing in sport at national and international level.
The University has worked with Derbyshire Sport for a number of years, supporting the Derbyshire Talented Athlete Fund since its inception and offering scholarship to athletes supported by the Fund who choose to study at the University.
It has also proudly sponsored the Derbyshire Sports Awards for the past five years. This year’s event, held at The Roundhouse in Derby, saw Derbyshire Olympian Ellie Koyander named University of Derby Sportsperson of the Year. Jon Hall, who was part of the Great Britain wheelchair basketball squad which won gold at the Paralympic World Cup, was named the University of Derby Disabled Sportsperson of the Year.
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