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LEADER in the Peak District Rural Action Zone  Derbyshire and Staffordshire working in Partnership
Delivering the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE)

GUIDANCE NOTES for EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM 
Background
Delivering the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) through LEADER provides the opportunity for an integrated approach to rural development and delivery in the Peak District.  The Derbyshire Economic Partnership, through the Peak District Rural Action Zone Local Action Group, is building on over a decade of good practice “across regional boundary” partnership working. The grants available through the LEADER programme will be administered by the Local Action Group which is made up of 15 representatives from the Public, Private and Third sectors. 
LEADER operates within a fixed budget. Applications have no guarantee of success, however through the Expression of Interest process we will be able to advise if your project is eligible to proceed to full application. If applications exceed the funds available, then priority will be given to projects that can demonstrate the most benefit to the rural economy of the LEADER area, within the strategic objectives identified in the Local Development Strategy.
What you need to know

Section 1 – Project Details

Who can apply for grant funding?

You can apply if you are:

· a land based business
· a farmer or from a farming family

· a sole trader
· self employed

· working from home
· a business employing less than 10 people,
· a social enterprise
· thinking of starting your own business

· working or planning to work in collaboration with other businesses

· Charities

· Parish Councils

· Local Authorities
.
What type of project may qualify for grant support?

A wide variety of projects are eligible for grant funding.  The LEADER focus is to assist projects which support:
Strategic Objective 1:  Assisting the Land-Based sector to improve economic viability through added-value initiatives and diversification into non agricultural activities.  

Priority will be given to projects which:

· add value to local products;

· support the development of the food & drink, tourism, creative industries, and environmental technology sectors;
· involve collaboration between businesses (although grant aid may need to be sought on an individual basis);

· deliver clear economic benefits, new job creation/new businesses;
· demonstrate an environmentally sustainable approach e.g. through resource efficiency, minimising waste or utilising renewable energy solutions. 

Strategic Objective 2:  Enabling new micro-enterprise activity and helping existing micro-enterprises to flourish.
Priority will be given to projects which:
· involve the development and/or promotion of local (to the area) products (and their supply chains) or the provision of local services;

· deliver clear economic benefits, specifically new job creation;

· demonstrate an environmentally sustainable approach e.g. through resource efficiency and minimising waste or utilising renewable energy solutions.
Strategic Objective 4:   Rural Heritage

Priority will be given to the following groups or Organisations applying for funding:

· Formally constituted small community based organisations/social enterprises 

· Parish Councils

· Charities
Rural Heritage Projects examples could include:

· Small scale infrastructure improvements e.g. Restoration of local heritage features such as monuments

· Buildings/monuments on the English Heritage At Risk Register

· Community environmental audits associated with the maintenance and upgrading of the natural heritage
Promotion of a better understanding of the cultural heritage of a local area
Strategic Objective 6:  Basic Rural Services
Priority will be given to the following groups or organisations applying for funding:

· Properly constituted small community based organisations/social enterprises 

· Parish/Town Councils

· Charities

Priority will be given to projects which:

· Clearly show evidence of support from a wide section of the community 
· Support micro or social enterprise businesses which are at risk of closure but where  it can be evidenced that there is potential to develop given a small level of investment 
· Support micro or social enterprise businesses which will create a new basic service.
· Those which have sought support from  and consulted with Ruralis prior to application :  


Contact details:  

      David Gluck,  Director, Ruralis

             07905 766831, skype: david.j.gluck

       www.ruralis.co.uk

 Basic Rural Service projects examples could include:

· Community buildings being developed as multi user facilities ie Village Pubs/Halls developing shop/IT areas

· New transport services
· New Social Enterprise activity

How much grant support is available?

Each application will be assessed on a case by case basis and the Local Action Group will decide how much grant funding an individual project may be offered.

Grant rates will be dependent on your project meeting the priorities identified in the Local Development Strategy.  For example Leader will fund existing businesses which are looking to expand and ensure sustainability up to a maximum of 40% unless there are exceptional circumstances when a higher grant rate will be considered.  New and innovative projects can attract a higher rate of funding up to a maximum of 50%.  Higher grant rates can be considered in certain circumstances.
Basic Rural Service projects will be funded up to 75% unless there are exceptional circumstances where 100% funding will be considered.
The minimum grant awarded will be £3,500.
Section 2 - Timescales
Advise us when you think the project will start (proposed project start date) and when you think you will have completed the project (proposed project end date). Monitoring of, and reporting progress of, your project may extend beyond this date.
Section 3 – Project Costs
What costs can grant support cover?

Examples include:
Capital Costs

· machinery, equipment and other capital costs
· product development costs

Revenue Costs for Objective 1 and 2
· marketing costs

· training

· start up costs

Ineligible Costs include:

· any expenditure incurred before the project is approved and the contract for grant is signed by both parties
· administration

· costs connected with leasing contracts, interest refinancing, overheads/insurance costs

· costs involved in the purchase of production rights (quotas). Livestock or for annual plants and their associated planting costs.

· on-going staff/salary or overhead costs

State Aid

RDPE/LEADER is subject to European Union rules on State Aid. In certain circumstances there is a limit on public funds a single business can receive within a three year period. Under de minimis, the maximum grant available to any one business within a three year rolling programme is now €200,000.   For current exchange rates see:  www.cobody.gov.uk.
If you progress to the full application form, you must apply for RDPE grant funding in sterling at a level which is at or below the criteria of 50% and 200,000 euros.  

Can I claim grant support for this project from other funding programmes?

If you are applying from grant under Objective 1 or Objective 2 LEADER grant cannot be combined with other public money.  At least 50% of the total amount must come from your own private funds.

Objective 4 Rural Heritage Projects and Strategic Objective 6:  Basic Rural Services:  Grants awards have a lower limit of £3,500.
Grant can fund up to 75% of total eligible project costs 

Example: Total project cost £5,000 - LEADER grant would provide £3,750 (75%) with contributions from either your own funds or other funding streams contributing £1,250.

Higher grant rates could be considered in certain circumstances if your project meets eligible criteria and you are unable to meet the minimum match funding requirement of 25%.
How do I apply for grant support?

You must first submit a completed Expression of Interest form.  The Local Action Group will assess your proposal to see if you should proceed to a full application.

If you are invited to submit a full application form, further information including a business plan where appropriate will be requested with evidence to substantiate your proposal. If it is decided your proposal is ineligible an explanation will be given by the LEADER Co-ordinator in writing. 
If you would like to check if your initial idea is eligible please e mail an outline of your idea to amanda.brown2@derbyshire.gov.ukor contact Amanda Brown on 01629 538 475
Completing the Expression of Interest Form

Please provide as accurate account of your idea as possible. The information you give will be used to score your proposal and assess if you are to proceed to a full application.  In certain circumstances, the Co-ordinator will contact you for further information. 
A decision on whether your project may proceed to full application should be made within 20 working days from the advertised closure date for Expression of Interest forms. 
Please send the Expression of Interest, via e mail to amanda.brown2@derbyshire.gov.uk
followed by a signed hard copy in the post to:

Amanda Brown

Derbyshire Economic Partnership

c/o Derbyshire County Council

Room 1

County Hall

Matlock DE4 3AG

The boxes on the form will expand if you are filling it in electronically.  If you are completing the form by hand please attach additional sheets of paper, if required, clearly marked with the relevant section. Please note a signed hard copy must be received by the deadline, otherwise we cannot process your Expression of Interest. 
Section 1a – Project Details 
 Project Name 
Enter your project name, e.g. John Brown’s Farm Shop
 Applicant Name

This should be the person who will be the main point of contact for the application and should be the signatory.  If this is a collaborative project the person who is to be the main point of contact should complete this section.  Collaborative projects should provide a full list of partners with the Expression of Interest.

 Business Name and Address

If this is an application involving more than one business identify all partners as an attachment.  Please also state if you are the owner or tenant of the address.
 Project Location

If the address of the project is different than the address given above please complete or enter “as above”. The project must be located in one of the wards identified on the attached map.  Please state if you are the owner or tenant of the project location.
 E mail address
Most correspondence will be conducted by e mail unless you specifically request written correspondence therefore please check the e mail address given is current and checked on a regular basis.

Website address
Please give your website address if you have one. 
 Single Business Identification number/Rural Payments Agency
If you are a farm business please enter the identification numbers or put not applicable (n/a).
All grant payments will be made through the Rural Payments Agency. If you are not currently registered forms will be made available if you proceed to full application.

 Legal Status
Tick the most relevant box.
/?
1b. Are you a member of a farming business/family or work for an agricultural/horticultural/forestry business.
This information will assist us in allocating your project to a Local Development Strategy measure.   
1c. Other Public Sector Funding
Provide details of other public sector funding you have received within the last 3 years.  This may affect the amount of grant that can be awarded as the funding is subject to European Union rules on State Aid.  It does not include any funding under the Single Payment and Agr-environment schemes.  The de minimis regulation (regulation 69/2001) allows a Company to receive up to €200,000 within a three year rolling programme. 
1d. Description of the project 
Full and detailed information is not required until a project has been asked to complete a full application form. However this description will be used to score the project and to get a good idea of the proposal and how it fits within the programme as a whole.

LEADER has a general theme of “Growing Greener Enterprise” and the project will be scored higher if it includes good practice in environmental management. Priority will be given to projects clearly identifying what will be achieved.  Please see section e.
A score sheet has been included within the pack for you to clearly see the criteria the team of scorers will use when making the initial assessment of your proposal.

Describe your project idea as clearly as possible. State:

· why the project is needed
· how it will benefit the local economy e.g a new local product or service and if appropriate how the community has been involved in the development
· how you intend to complete the project 
· the need you are addressing
· what will be the result of the investment from the grant. 
1e. Target Groups
Please complete the relevant statements briefly stating how you will achieve these aims.   
Section 2 - Timescales
Enter the estimated start and end date of the project.

Section 3 - Project Costs

Estimated total project costs
Enter the estimated total costs of the project including a brief description of the type of spend in the left hand column e.g. leaflet costs, ice cream maker.

The total project costs should be broken down into spending in the periods shown.
Round costs to the nearest £1.00, if you are VAT registered do not include recoverable VAT as you will be expected to claim this back through your usual business process.
How will the costs be met?

Specify where the funding is coming from and in the status column if this is guaranteed i.e if you have it within your own bank account or if you are in the process of applying for a bank loan when the decision will be made.  Clearly state how much grant fund you are requesting.   Please remember that although you may request 50% grant funding, you may be offered a grant but not at the level you request.  
4. Planning

If your project involves any planning or other consent, clearly state the Authority involved, what is applied for and the date a decision is expected.

5.  Declaration

Sign and print your name. As it is not possible to sign an electronic version it should be submitted without a signature. In addition please print a hard-copy of the form, sign and submit this to the address below. Enter the signatory`s position and the date on which the declaration was made.

Note - Information supplied on your Expression of Interest may be shared with other Public Sector organisations.
Completed forms should be e-mailed to amanda.brown2@derbyshire.gov.uk
 if you have access to e mail and a signed hard-copy version posted to: 
Amanda Brown

Derbyshire Economic Partnership

c/o Derbyshire County Council

Room 1

County Hall

Matlock DE4 3AG
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