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tender specification for assessment of employment land in derbyshire 

INTRODUCTION

The Derbyshire Economic Partnership (DEP) brings together public, private and third sectors to facilitate an effective and co-ordinated approach to economic development across Derbyshire.

Following on from the work of the Derby and Derbyshire Economic Partnership (DDEP); the DEP is charged with taking forward the effective governance of funding to support economic regeneration in Derbyshire.
Working in partnership our aim is to stimulate, develop and bring forward a range of sustainable economic opportunities and improve the prosperity and overall environment for businesses, communities, individuals and visitors.

BACKGROUND

As part of developing our role DEP wishes take a strategic overview of the employment land across Derbyshire and assess the potential opportunities for sites to come forward for development within the next five years. The issue in Derbyshire is that there are a number of available brownfield sites that could be developed but unfortunately the sites are not attractive to investors because of limiting factors such as access, power and services.

To attract investors into Derbyshire information on the available employment sites is essential. Investors need to be clearly informed of the nature of the land available, the infrastructure serving it and the skills base within the locality to assess whether investing in a site in Derbyshire is a viable option. 

A lot of this work has already been undertaken by Local Authorities and our key public sector partners. We require this information to be collated into one document to give a comprehensive view across the county.

TENDER SPECIFICATION

The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study is to create a clear and concise single document which will indicate what employment sites are available, how big they are, where they are, the infrastructure surrounding them and issues which may need to be addressed to bring them forward to market. They should then be ranked in terms of deliverability. The intention is that the document will provide a ‘terms of reference’ for Inward Investors, occupiers, Agents and Developers. 
The study requires the following elements:

· Identify and list all employment sites in the county (this information will be available from the Local Authority Planning Departments)

· Identify the size of the sites

· Identify site ownership

· Identify site facilities, services and infrastructure (including rail infrastructure, road infrastructure, power capability and broadband capability)

· Identify facilities near the site – i.e. distance to major road infrastructure, railway stations ect.

· Identify the current proposed use for the site or existing planning consents

· Identify sites which are linked to other local investment opportunities (e.g. Housing Market Assessments and Local Development Frameworks) 

From the baseline information we require an assessment of:

· Prime sites in each local authority (please map these sites) 

· Rank the sites starting with what is nearest to coming to market

· Limitations of the sites – explanation why they are not coming forward to the market

· Suitability of use for the sites taking into consideration planning use, infrastructure and skills base.

· Estimated investment required to bring the sites forward to the market

Period of Contract 

The contract shall commence following the date of the inception meeting and will run until the final draft of the report has been accepted by DEP.

The end date is open to negotiation but is expected to be no later than September 2010.  
Working Arrangements 

Should you wish to make contact to discuss any issue relating to this brief and the submission requirements you should in the first instance contact: 
Anna Sharman

E-mail: anna.sharman@derbyshireeconomicpartnership.org.uk

The initial audience for the report will be the DEP.  The final report will also be available to key partners and the public via our web-site.
Budget

The tender is to include a detailed breakdown of: the work to be undertaken; how time will be spent on various elements (including expenses); all associated costs; staff to be included at each stage; and the full and final cost of the printing and presentation of the final report. 

The contract will not necessarily be let to the lowest tender but the principles of Best Value will be applied. The quality of the proposal together with the cost estimate will form the basis for awarding the contract in accordance with the criterion set out below. 
For the final report you are required to provide one copy electronically in Microsoft Word format and two bound copies. 

Payment will be made as follows: 30% on signing of contract, 30% on submission of an interim report and 40% on completion to DEP’s satisfaction.  Invoices should be sent to DEP by post.

Much of the required data already exists within partner organisations reports and Local Development Frameworks, and we see little need for primary data collection. Therefore, working on an average cost of £500.00 per day we anticipate this study to cost in the region of £10,000-£15,000.  If you feel this level of funding in-appropriate then please submit your bid but state clearly the work to be undertaken and associated costs.
Evaluation of Tenders
The deadline for receipt of tenders is 23 June 2010. 

The Tenders will be evaluated by DEP. 

You will be informed whether your tender has been successful no later than 20th July 2010.
To make sure a full assessment of each proposal is made, you are required to provide an electronic copy of your tender which should be no more than 5 pages of A4. Annexes of a maximum 5 pages may be provided but must only include supplementary information.  The information contained within the Annexes will not be used as part of the tender evaluation process.
The tender document should include:

· a statement (maximum 1 page of A4) which demonstrates an understanding of the project and the overall approach to the study, based on the requirements set out in this brief;

· details of the project team, including details of relevant experience of each team member, and their core skills; 

· details of the day-to-day project manager of the overall commission;
· details of at least two referees.  These should be clients with whom you have worked and completed a similar brief within the last three years.  Include your role within the contract, the name, address and telephone number for the contact with the organisation, value of the contract, start and finish dates; and

· tenderers should also provide the same number of references and same information requested for each Partner and /or Subcontractor stating for which company the references apply e.g. Prime Contractor, Partner, and Sub-contractor.

     DEP reserves the right to approach any or all of the references submitted.
Criteria

Your submission will be assessed on the written information provided within your tender with specific attention being paid to the following:
· Does the proposal demonstrate a realistic and deliverable approach to the project?

· Does the tenderer have sufficient knowledge of the study area? 

· Does the tenderer have sufficient experience in terms of delivery and implementation?

· Does the fee proposal offer value for money?
Instructions to Tenderers
Please submit one electronic copy of your tender via email to tenders@derbyshireeconomicpartnership.org.uk, in Microsoft Word format, with a further hard copy signed and bound to arrive at our Ripley address by the submission deadline.
Please do not send a copy of your Tender to any other e-mail address.  If you do so it will render your submission invalid and will not be accepted as part of the process. 

Your full tender submission as detailed above must be submitted in a sealed envelope addressed to:

‘‘TENDER- DEP– ASSESSMENT OF EMPLOYMENT LAND IN DERBYSHIRE” 
Brenda Smithurst
Derbyshire Economic Partnership

PO Box 6512 

Town Hall

Market Place

Ripley

Derbyshire      DE5 3YS

The closing date for submission of your tender is:




12 Noon Wednesday 23rd June 2010. 
An example of how the envelope should be addressed is included as Annex 1.
Tenders submitted after the time and date shown will be rejected and returned to the tenderer, unless clear evidence of posting (by first class post on a day preceding the closing date) is available. 

If courier or other special delivery services are used please ensure that the outside of any additional packaging bears the word 
“TENDER- DEP - ASSESSMENT OF EMPLOYMENT LAND IN DERBYSHIRE”
It must be noted that DEP retains the right to assess all submissions and possibly amalgamate and change scopes of supply to achieve best value for money.

Tenderers should note that in the event that a bid is considered to be fundamentally unacceptable on a key issue, regardless of its other merits, that bid may be rejected.

If you require further information concerning the tender process, or the nature of the proposed contract, please in the first instance contact:
Anna Sharman

Regeneration Programme Manager

Derbyshire Economic Partnership

Email: anna.sharman@derbyshireeconomicpartnership.org.uk 
Tel: 01773 514970

No questions will be answered that provide competitive advantage to any party tendering.

Should questions arise during the tendering period which, in our judgement, are of material significance we will inform all tenderers to explain the nature of the question, and our formal reply. All tenderers should then take that reply into consideration when preparing their own bids, and we will evaluate bids on the assumption that they have done so.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

Representations

A tenderer may contact officers of DEP to obtain any further information about the requirements of the contract or the tendering procedures if these are not evident or clear from the documents supplied to tenderers.

Specification

For the avoidance of doubt, the contract specification shall include all requirements explicit or implied within the invitation to tender.

It must be recognised that DEP reserve the right to withdraw this tender document and all funding contained within it without notice.

Tenders Excluded

No tender will be considered for acceptance if the tenderer has indulged or attempted to indulge in any corrupt practice or canvassed the tender with officers of DEP. If a tenderer has indulged or attempted to indulge in such practices and the tender is accepted, then grounds shall exist for the termination of the contract and claiming damages from the successful tenderers.
It is unlikely that any tender will be accepted which (a) is incomplete or inaccurately or inadequately completed or which purports to impose conditions other than those provided in the contract documents and (b) is delivered out of time or in a manner other than specified in the specification.

Collusive Tendering

In submitting a tender against this contract, the tenderer confirms that he/she has not fixed or adjusted the amount of the tender by, or under, or in accordance with any agreement or arrangement with any other person. 

The tenderer also certifies that at no time, before or following the submission of the tender, has the tenderer carried out any of the following acts: 

i) communicating to a person other than the person calling for the tenders the amount or approximate amount of the proposed tender, except where such disclosure is required for the purpose of obtaining insurance; 

ii) 
entering into any agreement or arrangement with any person that he/she shall refrain from tendering or as to the amount of any tender to be submitted; 

iii) 
offering or paying or giving or agreeing to give any sum of money or valuable consideration directly or indirectly to any person for doing or having done or causing or having caused to be done in relation to any other tender or proposed tender for the said work any act or thing of the sort described above. The context of this clause the word ‘person’ includes any persons and any body or association, corporate or unincorporated; and ‘any agreement or arrangement’ includes any such transaction, formal or informal, and whether legally binding or not.

Freedom of Information

Information in relation to this tender may be made available on demand in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Tenderers should state if any of the information supplied by them is confidential or commercially sensitive or should not be disclosed in response to a request for information under the Act. Tenderers should state why they consider the information to be confidential or commercially sensitive. This will not guarantee that the information will not be disclosed but will be examined in the light of the exemptions provided in the Act.

It is important to note that information may be commercially sensitive for a time (e.g. during a tender process) but afterwards it may not be. The timing of any request for information may be extremely important in determining whether or not information is exempt. However, tenderers should note that no information is likely to be regarded as exempt forever.  Your application is for public funding supplied by the East Midlands Development Agency, emda; therefore we must comply and act accordingly within the law.  
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