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Sugar & Ice founder wins East Midlands Business Woman of the Year Award
Coalville based Debbie Bass, founder of Sugar & Ice, has become the winner of this year’s East Midlands Business Woman of the Year Award at the East Midlands Women of Worth Awards.
Read More >>
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East Midlands STEM Partners learn how problem solving skills are essential in STEM careers.
03/03/2010
STEM From Every Angle
Wednesday 3 March 2010, 3M Health Care Limited, Loughborough
Read More >>
Making woods work: Developing the woodland economy in and around the National Forest
03/03/2010
The National Forest Company has commissioned Rural Development Initiatives (RDI), a not-for-profit project management company, to run Making Woods Work - a two-year programme designed to boost the economic potential of woodland businesses in and around The National Forest.

Read More >> 

Regional Development Agencies welcome Manufacturing Week
02/03/2010
This week is EEF’s Manufacturing Week, an opportunity to celebrate and showcase the innovative and high value-added manufacturing that is taking place in the UK. England’s Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) are supporting Manufacturing Week with a number of events across the country – a complement to their ongoing activities to ensure the competitiveness of manufacturing in the nine English Regions.
Read More >> 

Places going fast for iEXPO
01/03/2010
There are only a few places left for the chance to win bespoke advice and support to help turn a great business idea into a reality.
Read More >>
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Backing Young Britain in the East Midlands
Backing Young Britain is the Government’s campaign to bring organisations from the private, public and voluntary sectors together to create new opportunities for young people. The campaign can help employers offer an apprenticeship, give a young person a job and provide work experience. 

A roadshow will arrive in Leicester on Monday 8th March 2010. An employer breakfast meeting will take place between 7.45am – 9am at the Cinema Delux, High Cross Shopping Centre. Young people will also have a chance to meet employers and find out about potential opportunities at a careers advice centre between 10am – 2pm, also at the High Cross Shopping Centre.

To register click here. Find out more about Backing Young Britain at www.hmg.gov.uk/backingyoungbritain 

[image: image4.jpg]SPECIALEVENT





Improve your resource efficiency
emda is offering support to help businesses access up to £500,000 from the Carbon Trust. The Carbon Trust is offering a loan to eligible companies, to purchase equipment that significantly reduces energy costs and cuts carbon emissions. 
Events will be taking place in the region to explain the benefits of the support: 

 8th March - Lincolnshire Events Centre (1.00pm - 3.30pm)
 10th March - Leicester Space Centre (9.30am - 12.00pm)
 11th March - Derby Conference Centre (1.00pm - 3.30pm) 
 25th March - University of Northampton (9.30am - 12.30pm) 

If you would like to attend email events@proenviro.co.uk with your name, company details and the event you are interested in. Alternatively call 01788 538 150 for further details or click here.  
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iFestival ready to launch!
With seven days to go until the launch of the 2010 iFestival, the UK’s largest celebration of innovation is ready for lift off.

With over 150 events to choose from, high profile speakers this year include; Richard Noble OBE- the world land speed record holder; award winning MasterChef presenter- Lloyd Grossman OBE, the blind adventurer- Miles Hilton-Barber; music producer and rail enthusiast- Pete Waterman, innovator and fashion entrepreneur- Wayne Hemingway MBE and writer and broadcaster- Guy Browning. 

The 2010 iFestival will take place over a six week period between 12th March and 23rd April. Click here for more details. 
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Win intensive business support at the 2010 iEXPO
Businesses and entrepreneurs are invited to win custom advice, mentoring and expertise at the 2010 iFestival iEXPO, which takes place at Athena, Leicester on 12th March.

To register for this event and to find out more click here. 
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Outshine your competitors
The National Training Awards (NTA) celebrate training and development in the UK, and are run by UK Skills on behalf of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS). The Awards highlight organisations and individuals that have achieved outstanding business and personal success through investment in training. Experienced NTA professionals are providing information sessions which walk potential entrants through the process of preparing their entries and give them hints and tips on what the judges are looking for. The next session is Wednesday 10th March in Leicester from 12.30pm – 2pm.  

To reserve a place and for further details click here, call the NTA helpline on 0800 0191 475, or email info@nationaltrainingawards.com.
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Japan Day
emda is supporting Japan Day, an event being hosted by UK Trade & Investment. It takes place at Loughborough University on 15th March 2010. The event aims to highlight the advantages of doing business with Japan, and to increase the number of East Midlands businesses which are currently doing so. 

Click here for more information and to register.   
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Enterprising Capability - the key to success 
Taking place at Kettering Conference Centre on the 22nd March 2010, this half day event will begin to unlock and maximise the potential of enterprise in Northamptonshire.
 
Organised by the emda funded Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd, it is for educators, influencers and enterprise practitioners. 
 
Click here for further details and to register.
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Enterprising for all?
The annual Unleashing Enterprise Conference takes place on the 31st March at the East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham, at 9.30am – 4.30pm. The conference aims to highlight enterprise capabilities and activities. There will be a range of keynote speakers, plus workshops covering all aspects of the enterprise agenda. Unleashing Enterprise is creating a partnership for all enterprise educators to pioneer a culture of enterprise across the East Midlands, and is managed by emda.  

For further information and to register click here.
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Win one-on-one business mentoring
The Social Enterprise Ambassadors Programme is running a competition to offer free business mentoring to 28 lucky winners. It is an opportunity for aspiring entrepreneurs to gain the valuable insight of the programmes’ ambassadors, all of whom run successful social enterprises.

The closing date of the competition is 31st March 2010. Click here for more details and to enter.  
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emda seeks to identify regional business challenges and opportunities 
As part of emda’s role in improving the economy of the East Midlands, the Agency would like to know how businesses and organisations understand and address a range of workplace and marketplace issues that affect their success. A survey has been produced which will ultimately help to shape emda’s activities in the region. 

Open to all employers in the public, private and third/voluntary/community sectors, the survey can be accessed by clicking here. For further information email tomwidger@focus-consultancy.co.uk 
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Apply for the 2010 Lord Stafford Awards
A chance to apply for the Lord Stafford Awards is now available to East Midlands businesses which have excelled through innovation, and have collaborated with one or more of the region’s universities or higher education institutions.

The deadline for applications is Thursday 29th April. Click here for more details or to apply.
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Real Roles - employment for people with learning disabilities
The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA), in partnership with Heart n Soul has launched a Real Roles online community of practice, supported by emda. It has been designed to support public sector organisations to get people with learning disabilities into employment. Real Roles is an information website where its members can share best practice, ask questions and be part of a movement of change.

To find out more visit www.realroles.org  
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